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PRODUCT REVIEW
EarthCruiser

It’s the most awesome touring 4X4 I will probably 
ever drive, and it’s made right here in Australia.

BY SAM PURCELL

THE ULTIMATE 
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We could win the Lotto.”
“We could rob a bank. 

Surely it’s not that hard.”
“We could, I don’t 

know, beg?”
“Maybe we just run away. Keep driving, 

and never give it back.”
Such was the conversation after a 

few days of  driving around in the latest 
EarthCruiser. I knew before picking it 
up that it was going to be an impressive 
beast. I just didn’t know how impressive it 
was, and how badly I would want it. No, 
need it. I need it. 

It’s a true go-anywhere off-road 
vehicle, which can also sustain you 
indefinitely, provided you have fuel, sun 
and water. EarthCruiser has been in 
the business of  making world-leading 
overland vehicles out of  Australia for 
quite a few years; and now the company 
has a presence in the USA too.

These units, which hail from 
Helensburgh in the northern reaches of  
the Illawarra, have typically been built 
on Mitsubishi Fuso and Isuzu NPS 
platforms – giving EarthCruiser a couple 

of  good 4X4 bases to build capable and 
comfortable overland vehicles. Long-term 
readers of  this magazine will remember 
a review of  an EarthCruiser in our 
inaugural issue. This review is different, 
however; looking at a new model built on 
the Iveco Daily 4X4 platform.

The Iveco Daily, in EarthCruiser 
trim, is very, very capable. Front, centre 
and rear differentials are fully locking, 
splitting equal drive between the four 
37-inch mud terrain Toyo tyres. The 
gearbox is a six-speed, with two stages 
of  reduction available. Four reverse and 
24 forward ratios are available, with 
the lowest possible being 100:1. And if  
you do get stuck, there are fore and aft 
winches for recovery. 

The other great thing about the Daily 
platform is the payload: Up to 2,955 
kilograms makes it a terrific base for 
an off-road motorhome. This has been 
modified on the EarthCruiser through 
secondary certification and compliance 
– so the new tare weight of  four tonnes 
and GVM of  six tonnes give you ample 
capacity for a life on the road. 

01 
The cockpit of the 

EarthCruiser is simple and 
effective, and the rig is 

surprisingly easy to drive.

02
The interior of the EarthCruiser 

is smart and well appointed, 
and also quite uncluttered.

03
This is the kitchen bench, 
with a control screen that 

takes care of everything the 
EarthCruiser has to offer.

04
37 X 13.50 X 17 Toyo MT 

tyres on custom forged 
alloy wheels give you huge 

amounts of grip and clearance 
for serious off-road work.

05
Smart use of space means 

there is a toilet and shower 
on board – all contained 
within the camper body.

THE BODY IS SEAMLESSLY MADE, AND 
TO THE HIGHEST STANDARDS.

“
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It’s so well thought through for serious 
travel. It fits in a shipping container. Water 
can be sucked in through the vehicle’s 
system via a set of  valves at the back of  
the rig. There is tonnes of  solar on the 
roof. Cooking and heating are all handled 
with diesel power. We were using an 
average of  15 to 16 litres per hundred 
kilometres with a mixture of  driving … so 
we would look at a little bit of  extra fuel 
capacity to make it perfect. 

What is recognisable from previous 
EarthCruisers is the body on the back. It’s 
a fibreglass construction, which is spring-
mounted to the chassis, to allow for the 
flexing that comes from low-range off-
road work. The body is seamlessly made, 

and to the highest standards. It’s a very 
expensive vehicle, but it’s worth the price 
because of  the workmanship and design. 

The roof  winds open and closed 
electrically with the push of  a single 
button; there isn’t a latch or clasp to be 
seen. This gives heaps of  room inside 
the body, and it’s as far removed from 
claustrophobia as humanly possible. The 
interior is smart and modern, lending 
itself  to being a genuinely nice place 
to hang out. Could I live out of  it for 
months, even years? Yes. I’d love to. The 
steps and awning are also electric, making 
it just so easy. 

In terms of  driving, the EarthCruiser is 
straightforward. You don’t travel rapidly in 

traffic, but you get along quickly enough. 
Steering is direct and easy, and although 
you can feel how high up and ‘big’ you 
are, it doesn’t make it a tough drive. The 
EarthCruiser worked out to be a good 
cruising machine … the six gears match 
well to the willing engine (that loved 
sitting in the mid range). There isn’t much 
noise in the cab, and those suspension 
seats make things quite comfortable. The 
vehicle’s suspension is quite compliant; 
there is a bit of  body roll through corners, 
but that is the nature of  the beast. Low-
range work shows quite good articulation 
with a reasonable load on board. Don’t 
forget … you have lockers, 37s, and über-
low-range for awesome capability.

04

The toilet, steps, roof 
and awning are all 

electrically controlled.

The green lever acts like an 
on-road splitter that gives you 
good options for cresting hills, 
and the red lever is for serious 

low range. Combine them 
both for very, very low range.

02 03
Big isolation switches are 

installed in the base of 
the passenger seat, giving 
you great control over the 

important electrics.

It’s not an Iveco, it’s an 
EarthCruiser. Mark and 

Susan Fawcett go through 
the arduous process of 

secondary certification on 
all of their models. 

0401
There is also a 2,000 
watt inverter at your 

disposal, for all of 
your 240 volt needs.
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The only shortcoming I found in 
driving the EarthCruiser was limited 
engine braking on-road, on steep 
descents; and having to stand on the 
brakes a little more than I would like. 
It’s not a deal breaker: You have the low 
gearing for off-road descents; so you’ll 
just have to travel downhill a bit slower 
in a lower gear, if  you want to stay off  
your brakes. The brakes could perhaps be 
stronger, as well. 

After dropping the EarthCruiser 
back, getting back into my Land Rover 

Defender felt like sliding into a sports 
car – with my bum almost touching the 
ground. If  you haven’t picked up the 
hint, I am a huge fan of  this vehicle. It 
is ‘quality’ – and well thought through 
– with an intoxicating combination of  
comfort and sheer capability. It’s made 
by a small, dedicated team of  skilled 
craftspeople out of  Australia; and it is 
justly regarded as one of  the best.

I’d own one in a heartbeat, if  I had 
the money. 

SPECS
Engine: 3 litre, four-cylinder twin-turbo 
diesel. 126kW, 400Nm.

Transmission: Full-time 4WD. Six-speed 
manual gearbox, two-stage reduction 
transfer case. 

Tyres: 37x13.50x17 Toyo MT, mounted on 
forged alloy wheels.

Wheelbase: 3.4 metres.

Fuel capacity: 300 litres.

Prices: Start from around $260,000. 

For more information, go to  
www.earthcruiser.net.au,  
or call Mark on 0412 642 437.

 SPECS
EARTHCRUISER

FOUR REVERSE AND 24 FORWARD  
RATIOS ARE AVAILABLE,  

WITH THE LOWEST POSSIBLE BEING 100:1.
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